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Gracchus, I am unwilling to indulg-e conjecture; but this I do not
pcnsple to bay, that when once a distemper of this kind has broke*/
out in a commonwealth, the infection is apt to spread, and it generally
gathers strength the wider it extends. In conformity to this observe
tion. the change which was made by the Gabinian law in the manner
of voting* was, two years afterwards, you know, carried still farther
by the law which Cassius proposed and obtained. And I cannot
1/ut prophesy that a rupture between the people and the senate will
be the result of both, as the most important affairs of the common-
wealth will hereafter be conducted, by the caprice of the multitude. It
15 much easier, indeed, to discover the source from which these dis-
orders will arise, than to point out a remedy for the mischief they
will occasion.
I have thrown out these reflections, as well knowing that no pub-
lic innovations of this pernicious kind are ever attempted, without the
assistance of some select and confidential associates. It is, necessary,
therefore, to admonish those who mean well to the constitution of
their country, that if they should inadvertently have formed an in-
timacy with men of a contrary principle, they are not to imagine them-
^ elves so bound by the laws of amity as to lie under an indispensable
obligation to support then in attempts injurious to the community,
Whosoever disturbs the peace of the commonwealth, is a just object
of public indignation; nor is that man less deserving of punishment
who acts as a second in such an impious cause than the principal. No
person ever possessed a greater share of power, or was more eminently
distinguished among the Grecian states, than Themistocles. This
illustrious general, who was commander-in-chief of the Grecian forces
in the Persian War, and who by his services upon that occasion de-
livered his country from the tyranny with which it was threatened,
having- been driven into exile by the jealousy his great talents had
raised, did not acquiesce under the ingratitude of his fellow-citizens
with the submission he ought; on the contrary, he acted the same
traitorous part under this unmerited persecution as Coriolanus did
amongst us about twenty years before. But neither the one nor the
other found a coadjutor among their respective friends, in conse-
quence of which just dereliction, they each of them perished by their-
own desperate hands.
It appears, then, from the principles I have laid down, that these
kinds of wicked combinations under the pretended obligations of
friendship, are so far from being sanctified by that relation, that on
the contrary they ought to be publicly discouraged by the severest
punishments; lest it should be thought an allowed maxim, that a
friend is to be supported in every outrage he may commit, even though
he should take up arms against his country. I am the more earnest
to expose the error of this dangerous persuasion, as there are certain